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On April 9, Peruvians re-elected President Alberto Fujimori by a resounding 65% of the votes.
Despite some irregularities, the huge margin of victory was a clear mandate for the president. The
results also pushed the traditional Peruvian political parties closer to oblivion. By a margin that
seemed to surprise everyone, an overwhelming majority of Peru's almost 13 million voters focused
on the 56-year-old president's control of inflation and reduction of guerrilla violence, turning out
in massive numbers to return him to office. Both the Organization of American States (OAS) and
other international observers verified that the number of "irregularities" did not go beyond what
could normally be expected in a national election, and were not sufficient to taint the validity of the
outcome.
The official results of the electoral commission (Junta Nacional Electoral, JNE), with 90% of the
vote counted, show Fujimori with approximately 64.6% of the more than 12 million valid votes
cast, followed by Javier Perez de Cuellar with 21.63%. None of the other 12 candidates received
more than 5% of the vote. Fujimori will also enjoy absolute control of Congress, with the Cambio
90-Nueva Mayoria slate taking 66 of the 120 seats. Perez de Cuellar's political organization Union
por el Peru took 20 seats, becoming the largest opposition force. If congressional deputies follow
tradition, Martha Chavez of Fujimori's Cambio 90-Nuevo Mayoria coalition will be the president of
the legislative body. Normally, the top vote getter among deputies is elected to head the Congress,
and this would be the first time in Peru's history that a woman has held that position. Fujimori is the
second person to be elected to Peru's presidency twice. The first, Augusto B. Leguia, also amended
the Constitution in 1912 to allow his re-election. He then declared himself dictator in 1919 and was
overthrown in a military coup in 1930.
The son of Japanese immigrants, Fujimori came from out of nowhere to defeat novelist Mario Vargas
Llosa in 1990. He campaigned on a generally anti-neoliberal platform, promising not to impose
shock structural adjustment policies. However, 11 days after taking office, he initiated Draconian
measures that became known as "Fujishock." In April 1992, he closed the Congress, saying he
needed emergency rule to crush the Maoist Sendero Luminoso guerrilla group and to push through
needed economic reforms. Eight months later, a constituent assembly wrote a new Constitution that
allowed Fujimori to run for re-election. During his first term, Fujimori reduced inflation from 7,650%
in 1990 to less than 16%. In addition, the arrest of Sendero leader Abimael Guzman in 1992 dealt a
decisive blow to the guerrilla organization from which it has never recovered. During his second
campaign, Fujimori, an agricultural engineer by profession, said Peruvians should re-elect him to
continue the gains he had made. He said the country was in ruins in 1990 when he took office and
"we decided to act with energy and decision to achieve peace, install monetary order, and return to
the international financial community."
Fujimori has repeatedly said that Peruvians want a "decisive and firm" president, adding, "I am
that president." "El Chinito" as he is popularly called in Peru, has shown that the authoritarianism
for which he is frequently criticized does, at the same time, appeal to many voters. To those who
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support him, the president is bold and decisive; for his enemies he is arrogant and contemptuous.
However, Fujimori undeniably enjoys a degree of popularity never before enjoyed by a Peruvian
president at the end of his term. He has painstakingly built relationships with the military and
with business leaders that have given him a solid basis of support. Fujimori has had a knack of
turning seeming adversity into support. While his 1992 dissolution of Congress received resounding
international condemnation, polls showed that more than 80% of Peruvians supported his move to
"rid Congress of corrupt politicians."
More recently, Fujimori overcame negative publicly generated when his wife, Susana Higuchi,
tried unsuccessfully to run against him in the elections amid a highly publicized separation. He
also overcame criticism of his handling of the 5-week border war with Ecuador in the midst of the
campaign. Most political analysts see Fujimori's victory as an endorsement of the neoliberal policies
that he has developed. After his re-election Fujimori said, "We plan to continue working with
greater speed, but without any spectacular measures," discounting the possibility of any new shock
measures. The election changes the face of Peruvian politics. Peru's traditional political parties from
the extreme right to the extreme left have effectively been wiped from the map as political players.
They failed to overcome the loss of credibility and lack of confidence that has been growing since
independent Ricardo Belmont won the Lima mayoralty in 1989. More than 91% of the votes in the
April 9 election went to independent candidates. "This election is due as much to the opposition's
ineffectiveness as to Fujimori's successes," said Manuel Torrado, head of Datum polling firm.
None of the traditional parties, including the Accion Popular (AP), the Alianza Popular
Revolucionaria Americana (APRA), the Partido Popular Cristiano (PPC), and the Izquierda Unida
(IU), took the required 5% of the vote to maintain their legal status. Those four parties, which in the
past took about 90% of the vote among them, this year took less than 10%. To continue as political
parties, each will have to re- register as a new party, submitting 100,000 names of supporters to
qualify. On election night, Fujimori commented that "democracy with a party structure has ended
in Peru, and soon it may be ending in other countries in the region as well." Fujimori said the voters
rejected the parties because "they never listened to their rank and file." However, the magnitude of
the rejection seemed to stun the politicians. Leftist leader Ricardo Letts said, "How is it that a man
who has violated the Constitution and neglected the national sovereignty could have won such an
impressive victory?"
Perez de Cuellar said, "Peruvians have chosen to reward [Fujimori's] victory over hyperinflation and
terrorism." The former secretary general said that despite the adverse results, he would continue "in
service to Peru fighting to achieve a democratic society with social justice." For many voters, Perez
de Cuellar, at 75, was considered too old for the job. In addition, he waited until late in the game
Aug. 1994 to finally announce his candidacy. People in the teeming shantytowns found it hard to
identify with the reserved, somewhat aristocratic diplomat. Despite Perez de Cuellar's emphasis
on the needs of the poor, the voters saw nothing concrete that would be better than Fujimori. And
despite Fujimori's economic policies that fell heavily on the poor, the burden did not translate into
opposition in the polls.
After his victory, Fujimori demonstrated a rare divergence from his authoritarian style, when he
said on election night that he was considering inviting Perez de Cuellar to collaborate with his
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administration. "I salute the participation of Dr. Perez de Cuellar, whose presence enhanced the
elections. He contributed important ideas, some of which I think we can incorporate." In his second
term, Fujimori will certainly be under pressure to pay more attention to the poverty in which the
majority of Peruvians live and to the high rate of unemployment. More than 80% of the work force
is un- or underemployed. More than 50% of Peruvians live in poverty, with 20% in abject poverty.
Accompanying the high unemployment rate, health conditions for the majority of Peruvians are
seriously inadequate. After Haiti and Bolivia, Peru has the region's third worst infant mortality
rate; malnourishment and communicable diseases such as tuberculosis and cholera are prevalent
throughout the country.
The sheer size of Fujimori's victory minimized the charges of fraud that circulated before the
elections. In the days prior to the elections, nine candidates, including Perez de Cuellar, appealed
to the electoral tribunal (Junta Nacional de Elecciones, JNE) to postpone the elections after plans to
carry out a massive fraud were discovered in the central department of Huanaco. However, many
political analysts said it appeared that the denunciations of fraud were dismissed by the voters
as simply the "whining of sore losers." (Sources: United Press International, 04/07/95; Notimex,
04/09/95; Associated Press, Deutsche Press Agentur, New York Times, 04/10/95; Agence FrancePresse, 03/25/95, 04/01/95, 04/03/95, 04/05/95, 04/07/95, 04,09/95, 04/10-12/95; Reuter, 04/01/95,
04/10/95, 04/11-12/95)
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